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Lightning Rod
“Thank you for being my lightning rod.”

 I certainly did not expect that comment in a  recent card from a long-time friend.

I had to ask her what she meant and the picture presented was humbling, yes, but mighty scary too: – a long metal rod reaching into the clouds – accepting the crashing force of the lightning and grounding –it - redirecting it away from the object of its projected impact.

It was, of course, not so much a person she was describing, or for that matter, actual lightning -  but more of a force or impact redirector.  

I was touched to be given the title, but of course realized she had also rerouted many toxic chemtrails and lightening srikes of life for me.

Life’s storms are many and frequent.  It’s impact is almost always startling and sudden.  Sometimes we realize too late we may have ignored static warnings, or thought we had the projected impact under control. 
It is always humbling to be smacked with the realization we have no control whatsoever.  But we do know the ONE who has, and we have the privilege from time to time to be a conduit for Him and His love to divert or cushion some huge blows for our brothers and sisters.

Many of you have received calls or urgent emails at stormy times and responded to my request to be an impact redirector! 
I have a granddaughter (Kimberly, you know who you are) who LOVE lightning storms.  I know there are others of you who love lightning, and I know I am not one of them.  

The Psalms describe lightning as God’s arrows, in Ezekiel lightning represents God’s judgment and with it  “the rod of My son.”  Strong’s Concordance defines the language of origin for “rod” to be a connector – a supporter of life – like the spoke of a wheel which points us to the hub.

Yet in Exodus “all the people experiencing the lightning were afraid and they pulled back and stood at a distance.”  Cowering. That is what I tend to do in my own strength at the sight of life’s lightening.
How ironic to be called a lightning rod.  And yet…as a child of God we are given the power of being a deflector – a connector – a supporter of life.  
Yesterday I was faced with a possibility.  Sometimes possibilities are exciting. Sometimes they are fearful.  
Either way – I run to the lightning maker.

One of the verses: Psa. 29:2 
In awe before the glory,



in awe before God’s visible power.
True, I thought.  Only with His power could I be a lightning rod for Him.  I am in awe to understand that His power can be seen in me – in us.

The reading – (I read several books at once and was led to a chapter of Flash the Donkey of all things!  The donkey had just been through a storm, trembling and fearful only steps away from shelter.  The author’s lesson: Know where to find refuge.  
I was so entranced at the reminder, that I read another chapter and this lesson made me laugh out loud – the pursuit of excellence conquers fear!
The possibility I was facing was indeed a challenge to pursue excellence, and whether it is the path presented to me yesterday, or another, I have my answer.  

His son was my rod.

His daughter/author (Rachel Anne Ridge) was my rod.

Many of you who pray for me and support me were my grounders.

Thank you for being my lightening rod.
Whatever you do, do it all to the glory of God” (1 Cor. 10:31)
Lightening Rod  or weather vane?
A lightning protection system is designed to protect a structure from damage due to lightning strikes by intercepting such strikes and safely passing their extremely high currents to ground. A lightning protection system includes a network of air terminals, bonding conductors, and ground electrodes designed to provide a low impedance path to ground for potential strikes.

Lightning protection systems are used to prevent or lessen lightning strike damage to structures. Lightning protection systems mitigate the fire hazard which lightning strikes pose to structures. A lightning protection system provides a low-impedance path for the lightning current to lessen the heating effect of current flowing through flammable structural materials. If lightning travels through porous and water-saturated materials, these materials may literally explode if their water content is flashed to steam by heat produced from the high current. This is why trees are often shattered by lightning strikes.

Because of the high energy and current levels associated with lightning (currents can be in excess of 150,000 amps), and the very rapid rise time of a lightning strike, no protection system can guarantee absolute safety from lightning. Lightning current will divide to follow every conductive path to ground, and even the divided current can cause damage. Secondary "side-flashes" can be enough to ignite a fire, blow apart brick, stone, or concrete, or injure occupants within a structure or building. However, the benefits of basic lightning protection systems have been evident for well over a century.[11]
Laboratory-scale measurements of the effects of [any lightning investigation research] do not scale to applications involving natural lightning.[12] Field applications have mainly been derived from trial and error based on the best intended laboratory research of a highly complex and variable phenomena.

The parts of a lightning protection system are air terminals (lightning rods or strike termination devices), bonding conductors, ground terminals (ground or "earthing" rods, plates, or mesh), and all of the connectors and supports to complete the system. The air terminals are typically arranged at or along the upper points of a roof structure, and are electrically bonded together by bonding conductors (called "down conductors" or "downleads"), which are connected by the most direct route to one or more grounding or earthing terminals.[13] Connections to the earth electrodes must not only have low resistance, but must have low self-inductance.

An example of a structure vulnerable to lightning is a wooden barn. When lightning strikes the barn, the wooden structure and its contents may be ignited by the heat generated by lightning current conducted through parts of the structure. A basic lightning protection system would provide a conductive path between an air terminal and earth, so that most of the lightning's current will follow the path of the lightning protection system, with substantially less current traveling through flammable materials.

A controversy over the assortment of operation theories dates back to the 18th century, when Benjamin Franklin himself stated that his lightning protectors protected buildings by dissipating electric charge. He later retracted the statement, stating that the device's exact mode of operation was something of a mystery at that point.[citation needed]
Originally, scientists believed that such a lightning protection system of air terminals and "downleads" directed the current of the lightning down into the earth to be "dissipated". However, high speed photography has clearly demonstrated that lightning is actually composed of both a cloud component and an oppositely charged ground component. During "cloud-to-ground" lightning, these oppositely charged components usually "meet" somewhere in the atmosphere well above the earth to equalize previously unbalanced charges. The heat generated as this electric current flows through flammable materials is the hazard which lightning protection systems attempt to mitigate by providing a low-resistance path for the lightning circuit. No lightning protection system can be relied upon to "contain" or "control" lightning completely (nor thus far, to prevent lightning strikes entirely), but they do seem to help immensely on most occasions of lightning strikes.

Steel framed structures can bond the structural members to earth to provide lightning protection. A metal flagpole with its foundation in the earth is its own extremely simple lightning protection system. However, the flag(s) flying from the pole during a lightning strike may be completely incinerated.

The majority of lightning protection systems in use today are of the traditional Franklin design.[13] The fundamental principle used in Franklin-type lightning protections systems is to provide a sufficiently low impedance path for the lightning to travel through to reach ground without damaging the building.[14] This is accomplished by surrounding the building in a kind of Faraday cage. A system of lightning protection conductors and lightning rods are installed on the roof of the building to intercept any lightning before it strikes the building.

Problem solver, rescuer, reconciler, caretaker.

Happy Ascension
 day

All the little decisions matter. All the choices to do the right thing, make a difference, smile when you don't have to, dance when you're tired, sing when you're out of tune, run when you're weary - all those choices produce an impact that reverberates across the world, around to eternal places, and then back to you again, landing squarely in your own heart with a powerful thump. And BOOM! The steps you've taken not only have altered heaven and earth, they've changed you at the core of who you are. All these things Lazarus would have decided to do differently - they're important. But they're not THE importance. They all spring from one source. This single-moment-in-time encounter hatched a thousand decisions. One instance of profound love and power gave birth to the ripples of grace that are still felt today. Do you get it that because of Jesus' love for Lazarus, and his gift of life, we are still reaping the benefits of that one grace-event?! Right here. Right now. The waves that kicked off way-back-when wash over us and cause us to live more fully. No - THE IMPORTANCE was not the changes, not the decisions, not even the life, as abundant as it was. THE IMPORTANCE was a person. It was Jesus. Jesus. Jesus. Jesus. Jesus. Jesus. Jesus. After forty days, I hope your life is different. I think it would be wonderful for you to keep this up. Keep journaling. Keep seeing. Keep making provocative, life-living choices. Rock someone's world with life and generosity and love. Be outrageous. Be intentional. (Of course, you see what's happened now - the little Lazarus-trick: after forty days, some of this might be sinking in, and you may have made a wonderful habit of Lazzy living!)

I'd be thrilled to know that tomorrow - or six months from tomorrow - you did something to live like Laz. But only on one condition: that it springs from THE IMPORTANCE. Jesus. Jesus. Jesus. Jesus. Jesus. Jesus. Jesus.

this love removed fear. This love became energy. That energy gave Lazarus courage and power and confidence
